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sound in question is a vowel accompanied by the nasal
quality. Unfortunately, it is impossible to show by ex-
periment how this resonance will differ according to the
more forward or backward position of the closure of the
nasal cavity. Theoretically, however, there can be no
doubt that the point at which the closure takes place in
the nasal cavity will affect the sound, since the resonance
in a deep vessel is different to that in a shallow one.

It is an interesting fact that this same nasal quality
is heard if a stronger current of air is employed in the
formation of the pure i and the nostrils are closed. The
soft palate in i is raised to its greatest height, which
causes it to become extremely tense, and enables it to
transmit the vibration to the air of the nasal cavity, and
so to excite the resonance which is blended with the
vowel-sound. This experiment is not so successful with
the other vowels; it succeeds best with u, which stands
nearest to i as regards the position of the soft palate.

The same peculiarities form the foundation of the
three sounds which, as resonants, constitute a separate
class of articulate sounds. Their origin, namely, is due
to a current of air which, rendered sonant as it issues
from the larynx, passes outwards through the nasal
cavity; the cavity of the mouth, closed anteriorly, forming
a closed expansion, so to speak, at one side of the stream,
and mingling its resonance with that of the nasal cavity.
The three sounds, therefore, owe their individuality to
the point at which the closure of the cavity of the mouth
is effected; that is to say, to the depth of the lateral
expansion of the air-passage formed by the portion of
the cavity of the mouth employed. For m the closure is
effected by the lips; for n, by the apex of the tongue and
the hard palate; for ng, by the root of the tongue and
the soft palate.